Speech Notes

It is a great honour to be here with you today, regardless of the cold and
windy weather, and as co-chair of the Monument Steering Committee, with
my friend Dong Tran, I welcome you all to this special ceremony.

Thua quy Ong Ba Cb Béc,

That 1a mot vinh hanh 18n lao d&i vd&i tdi ngay hém nay, bat ké
trgi nhiéu gio va lanh I€o, vGi tu cach déng Chu tich trong Uy
Ban Xay dung Tugng Dai cung véi ngudi ban cua t6i, Ong Bruce
Mildenhall, ching t6i xin cung chao do6n tat ca quy Ong Ba Co
Bac.

It is another remarkable manifestation of the Vietnamese Australian
community’s selflessness that this wonderful monument is an expression of
thanks from one people to another. This altruism, compassion and respect for
history are among the enduring qualities of the community we have worked
with and respected so much.

A well known Vietnamese proverb goes:

Drinking water, you should thank its source.

Eating a fruit, you should thank the planter of the tree.

Xay dung tugng dai tuyét vdi dé thé hién 1ong tri &n cua mot dan
tdc nay véi mét dan tdc khéc [ moét cach thé hién dang quy mén
cua tinh than vi tha trong Cong dong ngudi Viét tai Uc. Chinh vi
y nghia vi tha, bac ai va tén trong lich st cia Cong dong VN ma
ching t6i da tham gia sinh hoat véi Cong dong va da danh cho
Cong dong mot su kinh trong dac biét.

Tuc ng{ Viét Nam cé cau:

Udng nudc nhé nguon,

An trai nhd ké trong cay.

The journey of the Vietnamese people, driven by the yearning for democratic
and individual rights in the face of oppression, was long and dangerous.
Literally countless lives were lost. We remember them here today.



Chinh vi long udc ao dudc cd quyén dan chu va cac quyén tu hitu
va Vi bi ap blrc nén ngudi Viét Nam da phai vugt bién, dé la mot
hanh trinh dai thdm va day nguy hiém. V6 s ngudi da phai bo

mang. Va tat ca ching ta déu tuédng niém dén ho ngay hém nay.

For many of the survivors, the journey finally ended here in Footscray. It is
appropriate for the monument to be here — close to the water, and adjacent to
the site of the first Tet festivals of the 1970’s, where the wider community
first joined the Vietnamese Australians in their public reconnection with
culture. We thank the City of Maribyrnong through you, madam Mayor, for
your assistance in allowing us to build the monument here.

DaGi v8i nhitng ngudi con séng sét, cudc hanh trinh d6 dung lai tai
day, & Footscray. Va vi vay chung ta cé Tugng dai dudc xay dung
tai nGi nay - gan bén dong nudc, va gan véi dia di€m ma ching
ta t6 chirc HOi Chg Tét vao thép nién 1970, noi ma cdng ddng
chinh mach lan dau tién da cung chung vai sat canh vai véi cong
dong ngudi Uc gbc Viét trong cac sinh hoat cong ich két hgp vé
mat van héa. Tat ca chung ta hay cung nhau cadm on thanh pho
Maribyrnong, cam on ba Thj trudng vi su gilp d3 cua ba ta va
cho phép chung ta xay dung tugng dai ngi nay.

This is a wonderful occasion, and on behalf of the organizing committee,
Hung Chau, Quoc Viet, Jenni Lee, the architect and the others, who quite
frankly did all the work to initiate, locate, design, fundraise, and gather the
community’s aspiration for this monument. Again, welcome to this very

important event, the unveiling of the Monument of Gratitude and
Commemoration.

Day la mot dip tuyét voi. Thay mat cho Uy Ban Xay dung Tugng
dai, cho Hung Chau, cho Quoc Viet, cho Jenni Lee, cho Ong Kién
Trdc Su, va nhiéu ngudi khac, nhitrng ngudi da dan than lam viéc
rat nhiéu dé€ dé xudt céng trinh, tim kiém dia diém, thuc hién cac
chi ti€t ky thuat, gay quy va kéu goi cong dong giup suc thuc
hién Tugng dai. MOt lan nifa, chung t6i xin dugc han hoan chao
mu’ng tat ca quy Ong Ba Co Bac dén vdi ngay 1& rat quan trong
cua chung ta, 1& khanh thanh Tugng dai Tri &n nudc Uc va Tudng
niém Thuyén nhan Viét nam.
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