JOINT DELARATION 
of the Overseas Vietnamese Communities 
regarding 
Communist Vietnam’s Pressure 
on the Government of Indonesia to demolish 
the former Refugee Camp in Pulau Galang, Batam (Riau, Indonesia)
In March 2005, 150 former Vietnamese Boat People from several resettlement countries returned to Bidong (Malaysia) and Galang (Indonesia) in order to erect monuments in memory of their fellow refugees who had lost their lives in quest for freedom, and to thank the peoples of Malaysia and Indonesia for their generosity and compassion towards the Indochinese refugees. Two months later, the Vietnamese communist government urged the governments of Malaysia and Indonesia to get rid of the monuments, arguing that they were deemed detrimental to the bi-lateral diplomatic relations. This action has been resolutely condemned by the global Vietnamese diaspora.

The Galang Refugee Camp was a place where hundreds of thousands of refugees from Vietnam, Cambodia, and Laos were assisted by the people and government of Indonesia and the United Nations High Commission for Refugees in their journey for freedom after their own countries had been taken over by the Communists in 1975. 

Then on July 30 and August 2, 2009, according to the Jakarta Post in Indonesia, the Hanoi government  renewed its pressure on the government of Indonesia, this time to take down the Galang Refugee Camp. This camp has been renovated and maintained over the last decades as a historical monument and a tourist attraction for local and foreign visitors.

WHEREAS the Galang Refugee Camp is a historical site which symbolizes the generosity and compassion of the people of Indonesia, the world community, and the United Nations High Commission for Refugees toward the Indochinese refugees in their desperate journey for freedom;

WHEREAS the Galang Refugee Camp has now become a heritage of Batam, one of the major local tourist attractions which is non-political in nature and which is not meant to have any detrimental impact on any individual, organization or country in the world; 

WHEREAS the action on the part of the Hanoi government is a blatant interference into the internal affairs of Indonesia and the people of Batam; 

WHEREAS the destruction of the Galang Refugee Camp will displace a symbol of recognition for the generosity and compassion of the people and government of Indonesia, the world community, and the United Nations High Commission for Refugees toward the Indochinese refugees in the past;

WHEREAS the destruction of the Galang Refugee Camp will lead to the loss of employment and income of the local tourist industry which is in its early development stage; 

WHEREAS the destruction of the Galang Refugee Camp will deprive the local population of an important recreation facility which provides them with a precious environment for weekend relaxation; 

WHERETOFORE, we solemnly declare to all freedom loving individuals and organizations including those with Vietnamese cultural and linguistic background in the world as follows:

· We condemn and protest against the intervention of the Hanoi government in the internal affairs of Indonesia aiming at creating difficulties and disturbances in the civil society of Indonesia and in the everyday life of its citizens;

· We support the well-justified decision of the local government, population, and businesses in Batam, Indonesia to preserve and develop the heritage of the Galang Refugee Camp; 

· We appeal to the Indonesian government to continue supporting the Galang Refugee Camp as a historical monument symbolizing the spirit of generosity and compassion of the Indonesian people towards the Indo-Chinese refugees in their journey for freedom;

· We urge the United Nations High Commission for Refugees and UNESCO to recognize the Galang Refugee Camp as a historical and heritage site of the world;

· We appeal to all freedom loving individuals and organizations including those of Vietnamese background to voice their indignation toward the inhuman and immoral action of the Hanoi government, and to use all the available means to urge the Indonesian government to preserve this cultural, historical and humanitarian heritage site of Indonesia for the future generations

· Finally, we urge all Vietnamese organizations and communities in the world to view the incidents regarding the refugee monuments at Bidong and Galang in 2005 and the Galang Refugee Camp in 2009 within the wider context of other serious issues such as the land border and territorial waters concessions, Western Central Highlands mining exploitation, loss of Vietnamese islands and current religious repressions such as in Thai Ha, Tam Toa and Bat Nha, in order to join with other movements inside Vietnam to create a wave of indignation in order to unmask the dark intentions of the lying and inhumane Communist regime, and to contribute to the struggle for democracy, freedom and human rights for Vietnam and the protection of its territorial integrity. 
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